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On-campus housing, freshman 
class numbers reach record high
BREAKING RECORDS: The class of 2019 participates in opening Transitions week events. This year marks the highest number of GVSU students living 
in on-campus housing options. 6,300 students will be living on-campus this year including 62 percent of the newest freshman class. GVL | EMILY FRYE
BY SANDA VAZGEC
ASSIS TA N TNEWS@LAN THORN. COM
T
his year, Grand Valley 
State University will break 
records with not only the 
largest incoming freshman class to 
date, but also the highest number 
of students living on campus in 
history.
“This is a really exciting time to 
be a student attending Grand Val­
ley;’ said Dena Willis, occupancy 
manager at GVSU Housing and 
Residence Life. “In just this past 
year, the university has expanded 
so much and we as a department 
have really prepared for that.”
This fall the university will see 
around 6,300 students residing on
campus, 62 percent of whom are 
members of the class of 2020.
Willis said with a record-break­
ing number of first-year students 
living on campus, the amount of 
returning students living on cam­
pus has stayed consistent despite 
competition with many newly 
built off-campus apartments.
“Ihere are so many students 
living on campus because the de­
mand is there,” Willis said. “Fresh­
men students want that first-year 
experience and to make those im­
portant connections. The return­
ing students appreciate the conve­
nience and the security along with 
the total Grand Valley experience.”
When students arrive to the 
university in late August, they
will see a new living center, more 
parking and a larger mailroom. 
Construction of the new Holton- 
Hooker Living and Learning 
Center was completed over the 
summer. I he building will house 
497 freshmen students, including 
a floor dedicated to those enrolled 
in the Frederik Meijer Honors 
College.
“I’m nervous and excited to 
move in to my room,” said GVSU 
freshman Laini Ozark. “I think liv­
ing on campus is going to be the 
best way for me to get involved 
during my first year because we’ll 
always know what’s going on 
around campus.”
The future of GVSU housing 
is looking to expand as long as the
demand is present, which Willis 
said it most definitely will be. The 
department hopes to add more 
living centers for freshmen on the 
north side of campus and for re­
turning students on the south end 
of campus.
Willis added the department 
will continue to care for its stu­
dents on a personal level and 
stressed communication between 
the department and the residents 
is essential in making sure the stu­
dents have what they need.
“We want to have that personal 
connection with our residents,” 
Willis said. “They need to know 
that we are here for them, to sup­
port them and make sure they can 
be as successful as possible.”
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While you 
were away...
New housing, parking spaces 
created over summer months
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY@LANTHORN.COM
As summer vacation ends - with students trad­
ing in their days at the beach for late night cram 
sessions in the library - returning Grand Val­
ley State University students will notice some 
changes on the Allendale Campus.
From renovations in student parking to ex­
pansions in campus dining, GVSU has under­
taken a multitude of summer projects in order 
to contend with academic and spatial demands 
on campus.
“We are making improvements in living 
and learning, maintaining what we have and 
upgrading living centers on campus for the 
future,” said Adam Tate, facilities manager for 
Housing and Residence Life at GVSU.
The largest project completed this summer 
was the construction of the Holton-Hooker 
Learning and Living Center, the newest stu­
dent housing and academic building on the 
north side of campus.
Located on the east side of Mackinac Hall, 
the living-learning center will accommodate
SEE AWAY | A2
Transitions Schedule
Wednesday August 24
8:00 p.m.
9:30 p.m.
Transitions Kickoff Event
Fieldhouse Arena
Laker Kickoff Party
Front Circle Drive outside of 
Fieldhouse
Thursday August 25
9:45 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
1
8:00 p.m. - Midnight
Friday August 26
11:30 a.m.
It’s Good to be Ugly: Suc­
cess Secrets of the Moti­
vationally Supercharged
Fieldhouse Arena
Healthy Relationships
Fieldhouse Arena
Class of 2020 Photo
Lubbers Stadium
Laker Fan Fest
Lubbers Stadium
Meijer Mania
Meijer in Standale
Convocation
Fieldhouse Arena
7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Back to School Bash
Kirkhof Center & Kirkhof 
Lawn
8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Meet the Greeks
Grand River Room
Saturday August 27
8:00 p.m. Outdoor Movie - Neighbors 2
Kirkhof Lawn OPEN FOR BUSINESS: A construction worker fixes an electrical wire 
on the newly remodeled 48th Avenue Aug. 18. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
ALLENDALE TOWNSHIP
48th
Avenue
overhaul
complete
Newly renovated four-lane 
road opens for fall semester
BY KYLE BINDAS
KBINDAS@LANTHORN.COM
The newly transformed 48th Avenue will be open in 
time for fall semester at Grand Valley State University, 
said Jerry Alkema, Allendale Charter township super­
visor.
The construction project was a total overhaul of 
48th Avenue, transforming the road from two lanes to 
a four-lane highway with a grass median in the center.
Also included in the project is a dedicated lane for 
buses and bicycles, a sidewalk that runs along the west 
side of the street, and new stop lights and street lights 
along the road.
“All the way through the project, you can definitely 
see that pedestrian pathways, bicycles, busing, every­
thing will flow better this way,” Alkema said.
Construction took place on 48th Avenue from Lake 
Michigan Drive, to past Pierce Street, about 300 feet 
past the entrance to Copper Beech townhomes. Be­
yond these points the road will stay at two lanes.
Traffic patterns will be changing at the intersection 
of Pierce Street and 48th Avenue, which was previous-
SEE 48TH | A2
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SNEAK PEAK CLASSES
Starting Aug. 22 the Grand Valley State University 
Recreation Center will be hosting a sneak peak week of 
group exercise classes.
This mini-schedule will be offered to students for free as 
a preview of what to expect during the school year. Group 
exercise classes held by the Recreation Center include: 
Zumba, SPIN, Insanity. G3 and more.
The full schedule of group exercise classes will begin 
Aug. 29. All information and a list of group exercise classes 
along with membership fees can be found at www.gvsu. 
edu/rec.
LAWN MOVIE
Grand Valley State University Spotlight Productions 
will host the annual Outdoor Movie event on the Kirkhof 
Center’s East lawn Aug. 27.
This year, the event will feature the movie “Neighbors 
2" and is free of charge. The event starts at 8 p.m. with the 
movie beginning at 9 p.m.
HOUSING BLOCK PARTY
Grand Valley State University housing and residence life 
will host a welcome back block party Aug. 28 on the Kirkhof 
Center lawn.
This event is for all GVSU students to gather, socialize 
and have fun before the first day of class begins. The event 
will be held from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. and will include games, 
food, activities and giveaways.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/housing for more information.
EXPANDING HOUSING: The Holton-Hooker Learning and Living Center will provide Grand Valley State University with almost 500 more 
beds for students, a computer and media lab, classrooms, food options and offices for professors and faculty members GVL I kevin sielaff
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about 500 students in cluster- 
style housing, which emphasiz­
es rooms being situated around 
bathrooms and lounge spaces.
The main lobby of the 
living-learning center will in­
clude the relocated Einstein 
Bros. - which was moved 
to expand seating for Fresh 
Food Co. and incorporate 
new food stations, including 
an all-day breakfast station - 
and a multipurpose room in 
the air-conditioned building.
In addition to a lounge 
and kitchen on every floor 
and game room in the base­
ment, three classrooms, a 
computer lab and a media 
lab will also be included in 
the living-learning center.
“What we wanted to do was 
provide some new amenities 
for freshmen students and pro­
vide a new academic space that 
they didn’t have in that part of 
campus,” said Brandie Tenney.
Tenney, the assistant direc­
tor for Housing and Resident 
Life at GVSU, emphasized add­
ing classrooms and the com­
puter lab in the living-learning
center will provide a positive 
experience for the students 
joining the Allendale Campus 
community.
“About 20 percent of stu­
dents in the Holton-Hooker 
Learning and Living Center 
are first year honor students,” 
she said. “With this extra 
classroom space being add­
ed on to the center, general 
education courses and some 
honors courses can then be 
taught in an environment 
where students can live and 
learn at their own pace.”
An additional change to 
housing was demolition of the
Ravines Apartments.
Lisa Garringer, the park­
ing services manager at GVSU, 
said the removal of the Ravines 
Apartments added over 300 
parking spaces, which expand­
ed Parking Lot B, for students.
“After doing our annual 
survey, we found in our data 
that some relocations needed 
to be made to make commuter 
parking available,” Garringer 
said. “With the removal of the 
Ravines, it was a good oppor­
tunity to provide support for 
both student parking and great 
access for athletic events.”
RLC FEST
Grana Valley State University’s annual Rec Fest event will 
take place Aug. 28 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Recreation 
Center.
The open house will showcase the newly expanded 
facilities and host a semester kickoff party for students. The 
night will include giveaways, free group exercise classes and 
access to the climbing center.
Students will also have a chance to sign up for club and 
intramural sports teams during this time. Visit www.gvsu. 
edu/rec for more details.
LAKER KICKOFF PARTY
The Grand Valley State University Traditions Team invites 
all students to help welcome the university’s newest Lakers 
to campus Aug. 24.
The kickoff party event will begin at 9 p.m. at Fieldhouse 
Arena and will include music, dancing, food, giveaways 
and games. All students are welcome to join in the annual 
community-building activity.
DETROIT ENTREPRENEURSHIP COMPETITION
During the Detroit Entrepreneurship Competition, four 
students claimed first prize for their ideas about fresh food 
in Detroit.
The students all attend a Grand Valley State University- 
authorized charter schools around Michigan. Their idea was 
regarding innovative ways to bring in fresh food into the 
city of Detroit.
The proposed plan was to have food directly from 
Detroit’s Eastern Market and have it delivered to the sur­
rounding neighborhoods. The winning prize was $2,500.
MEIJER MANIA
On Thursday, Meijer will be hosting their annual ‘Meijer 
Mania’ from 8 p.m. until midnight. Free prizes and give­
aways are available as well as great deals on dorm room 
essentials. Buses will be shuttling students to and from 
Meijer throughout the night.
MURAL PAINTED IN POLAND
Grand Valley State University associate professor Tim 
Fischer and Sean Hamilton, a former student of his at GVSU. 
painted a mural in Poland. Along with Hamilton’s wife, the 
three traveled to Bielsko Biala, a city in Poland that is con­
sidered a ’sister city’ of Grand Rapids. The mural was part of 
an initiative created by former Grand Rapids mayor George 
Heartwell to help strengthen the cities ties to its sister cities.
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-ly a four-way stop with 
a blinking red light, is now 
a three-light signal-control 
intersection. The addition 
of a sidewalk and a me­
dian provides a safe way 
for pedestrians to traverse 
the road, which has many 
businesses and apart­
ment complexes along its 
span. Before the addition
of a sidewalk pedestrians 
were forced to walk on the 
shoulder or on the grass 
along the road. Pedestrians 
now have a safer alternative 
to what was a potentially 
dangerous trek.
Discussions and planning 
for this project have been 
going on for a long time. Al- 
kema said planning started 
in the late 1990s.
“A lot of thought has 
been put into this over the 
last few years, so we’re pret­
ty excited about seeing it 
wrapping up,” Alkema said.
The improvements along 
the street will solve a variety of 
problems in safety and conges­
tion, as well as accommodate 
for future traffic growth, ac­
cording to the 48th Avenue 
Environmental Assessment.
According to the report, 
“the improvements recom­
mended along the corridor 
will address and resolve opera­
tional issues as well as provide 
a connected multi-use path.”
Funding came from a com­
bination of federal and county 
sources, with 80 percent of 
funds coming from the Sur­
face Transportation Program, 
and the remaining 20 per­
cent coming from the Ottawa 
Country Road Commission.
According to Alkema, 
only some landscaping and 
the installing of street light 
fixtures remain in the proj­
ect. There is no estimated 
date of completion.
PAVING THE WAY: 48th Avenue underwent heavy construction this summer. The two-lane road has now been transformed into a four-lane 
road with a grass median. The construction took all season and is now set to open in time for the new fall semester. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Dried com kemals (pi.)
6. A dog is one 
9. Medieval feline
13. Appeal emotionally
14. Uncommon
15. Chinese currency
16. Gain as interest
17. Habitat
18. Ribosomal ribonucleic acid
19. 2015 NL batting champ
21. Makes wet
22. Discounts
23. Beavers build this
24. Between south and east
25. Promotional materials
28. Arbiter
29. Ancient Greek ruler 
31. Ruse
33. Where coaches spend their time 
36. LA landmark__House
38. Nothing
39. Chickpea plant
CLUES DOWN
1. Went too fast 30. Painting technique
2. Protruding ridge on worms 32. Repentance
3. Insignificant 34. Not bright
4. Pains 35 Kansas hoops coach
5. South Dakota 37. Koran chapters
6. Greek island 40. Dead end
7. Emerald Isle 42. Foul-mouthed hear
8. Golfers know this well 43. Nostrils
9. Desire to set fire to things 47. Game Cache File
10. A glow 49. One who believes in a
11. Levels supreme being
12. Enzyme 50. Carnival worker
14. Explains again 52. Gnawing animals
17. City in South of France 53. German town
20. Paddle 55. Conquer
21. Salian 56. Thai money
23. Split pulses 57. Taxis
25. Consumed 58.__Clapton
26. Small drink of spirits 59. A form of Persian
27. Indigenous people 61 Pounds per square inch
29. Elaborated 65. Nighttime
Answers on pg. 11
41. Revolutionary War 
militia member
44. Civil rights organization
45. Fathers
46. Carries things
48. Frequently
49. Location of White House
51. Small amount
52. A structure forming a 
covered entrance
54. Soothes 
56. Shameless
60. Middle F.astem nation
61. Footsteps
62. Russian river
63. Once-influential student 
organization
64. Jags owner Khan
65. Bura-__: Nigerian language
66. Small boy
67. Belonging to a thing
68. Mosses
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things to know
Tips and tricks to succeed at GV
How to navigate your first year on campus
BY EMILY DORAN
EDORAN@LANTHORN.COM
As exciting as it may be, mov­
ing onto campus as an incom­
ing freshman is undoubtedly 
a stressful experience. First- 
year students are invariably 
hit with an overwhelming 
wave of information and re­
sponsibilities from the mo­
ment they pull onto campus 
and begin to settle in. With 
that in mind, here are a few 
tips for managing stress, stay­
ing safe and making the most 
out of your freshman year.
How to . . . manage your 
workload.
Paul Mueller, a Resident 
Assistant at Grand Valley 
State University, recom­
mends using a planner or 
calendar to keep track of up­
coming assignments. “I like 
to color-code mine,” he said.
“I know what I have to do in 
a certain time-frame.”
How to... make friends.
While you may be tempted 
to hole up in your dorm room 
if you’re feeling shy or over­
whelmed, you will need to 
combat this inclination if you 
want to make new friends. 
Mueller recommends “leav­
ing your door open as much 
as possible” and greeting 
people who walk past, as well 
as “sitting out in the common 
room watching TV” because 
a lot of students tend to con­
gregate in that area.
According to Mueller, bak­
ing cookies will also inevita­
bly attract new friends.
“People will flock like no 
other” at the prospect of free 
food, he said.“Everyone is in 
the same boat as you. No one 
really knows each other and 
everyone’s nervous.”
How to... handle a room­
mate dispute
“I like to clarify your 
roommate is not your best 
friend,” Mueller said. “They 
don’t have to be.”
If a dispute arises, you 
should first try to talk to 
your roommate and see if 
you can solve the problem 
between yourselves. If not, 
you should talk to your RA, 
who can facilitate a meeting 
to try to solve the problem.
How to . . . get back into 
your dorm room if you’ve 
been locked out.
While you may be tempted 
to contact your dorm’s front 
desk right away if you’ve been 
locked out of your room, this 
is usually not the best initial 
course of action.
“Wait for your roommate,” 
Mueller said. “If you go to the 
front desk and have to get a 
spare key, they charge you for
it, or if you have to call the RA 
on duty at nighttime, we will 
charge you for it as well. The 
RA or the front desk is sup­
posed to be a last resort.”
How to ... keep your pos­
sessions safe.
Renee Freeman, chief of 
police at the GVSU Police 
Department, stresses that 
residential students should 
be locking up their items 
in their rooms and cars in 
order to prevent personal- 
property theft.
How to . . . register your 
bike with the GVPD.
“It’s really important (to 
register your bike) because 
we unfortunately have quite 
a few bicycles that are tak­
en,” Freeman said. “So first 
we encourage that they reg­
ister the bikes and also that 
they lock their bikes up. 
We’ve tried to make (regis­
tration) really easy. It’s all 
online right at the GVPD 
website, and then once they 
register, we can send them a 
registration sticker.
“We can track the bike 
so much more easily when 
we have all that data avail­
able to us.”
How to . . . stay safe on 
campus.
Freeman emphasizes the 
importance of having a plan 
in place in order to maintain 
one’s own personal safety. Such 
a plan could include using a 
buddy system or utilizing safety 
resources like the free RAVE 
Guardian app, which is com­
patible with any smartphone.
“(RAVE Guardian) allows 
for (students) to communicate 
with our security dispatch here 
at Grand Valley Police Depart­
ment, so they can set up a vir­
tual safe walk,” she said.
With the RAVE Guardian
app, students can notify the 
GVPD they will be walking 
from one area of campus to 
another within a certain des­
ignated timeframe. I hat way, if 
GVPD does not hear back from 
them within that timeframe, 
they know to check on them to 
see if something is wrong.
“We also have an actual 
safe walk,” Freeman said. “So 
if someone’s not comfortable 
using the virtual safe walk, 
they can call GVPD and ask 
for someone to escort them 
from point A to point B. 
That’s a service call, so that 
can come right into our local 
dispatch here, our non-emer­
gency dispatch, but any calls 
for police would go to 9-1-1.”
For any other questions 
or auxiliary services, includ­
ing bicycle registration and 
lost-and-found, students 
can call the GVPD’s business 
line at (616) 331-3255.
CONSTRUCTION
BIGGER AND BETTER: Students use the new weight room in the Recreation Center. The first phase of 
the expansion is finished, providing an additional 50,000 square feet of space. GVL I LUKE HOLMES
Recreation Center 
expansion continues
Phase one of construction finished, second phase underway
BY DYLAN GROSSER
DGROSSER@LAN THORN.COM
Part one of the construction 
on the Recreation Center that 
began in September of 2015 
has now been completed. 
Returning students will most 
likely notice the new main 
entrance, but space was also 
added for strength training, 
free weights and weight ma­
chines, along with a new stu­
dio for group exercise classes.
Brad Wallace, director of 
athletic and recreational facili­
ties, said approximately 50,000 
square feet of space was added, 
which doubles the size of the 
old Recreation Center.
Phase two of the construc­
tion is now underway, and 
will likely be completed in the 
winter 2017 semester. In phase 
two, new basketball and vol­
leyball courts will be added, 
as well as a third multi-activity 
court which, Wallace said, will 
look like a “small hockey rink 
with a rubberized floor.”
“Individuals, groups and 
classes will enjoy activities 
such as soccer, floor hockey 
and basketball in this area,” 
Wallace said.
The expansions were ap­
proved by the Board of Trust­
ees in February of 2015 at $7.2 
million for phase one and $ 12.8 
million for phase two. Wallace 
said both projects will be com­
pleted within budget and will 
be paid for with the university’s 
campus development fund.
The company handling the 
construction work, Erhardt 
Construction, are known for
their work in Grand Rapids 
with public and private works, 
religious buildings, the Van 
Andel Arena, and most notably 
the original campus of Grand 
Valley State College in 1963.
Scott Whisler of Facilities 
Planning said Erhardt Con­
struction, which is managing 
the project, will be working 
closely with GVSU to mini­
mize disruptions for students.
“We always work with the 
construction managers to 
minimize disruption with stu­
dents and staff’ Whisler said. 
“Renovation projects within 
occupied areas are always a 
challenge, but with close col­
laboration with the staff, we 
managed to keep disruption to 
an acceptable amount.”
Whisler said the most dif­
ficult part of the construction 
process was keeping the Rec­
reation Center safe for stu­
dents to use equipment.
Wallace said the goal 
of these expansions was to 
“create much needed exer­
cise space, equipment and 
court space for our growing 
student population.”
Wallace believes the ben­
efit of these expansions comes 
from student well-being.
“Students need a place to 
relax, relieve stress and enjoy a 
welcoming, fun, upbeat envi­
ronment with their peers. The 
Recreation Center equipment, 
courts and programs promote 
a healthy lifestyle through fit­
ness, wellbeing, education and 
competition,” Wallace said.
Wallace said he and his 
staff are gearing up for a
“great turnout.”
“We anticipate that we 
will see an increase in us­
age throughout the year now 
that space and equipment are 
more regularly available. We 
would love to see as many stu­
dent, faculty, staff as possible 
take advantage of this great 
resource,” Wallace said.
Phase one added 156 new 
pieces of exercise equipment 
to fit the new space, totaling 
342 various forms of cardio 
machines such as treadmills, 
ellipticals, stairmasters and 
strength equipment like 
weight benches, squat racks, 
leg curls, bicep curls and 
more. These numbers only re­
flect actual machines, and do 
not count items like dumb­
bells, weight plates and other 
miscellaneous equipment.
Also added in phase one 
of the construction were 
men and women’s locker 
rooms, and a third locker 
room designated as a “gen­
der-inclusive locker room.”
Jen Hsu, director of the Mil- 
ton E. Ford LGBT Resource 
Center, said the locker rooms 
reflect GVSU’s commitment to 
inclusion and equity.
“These facilities provide 
all campus community mem­
bers with additional access 
to locker room facilities in­
clusive of their gender iden­
tity and expression," she said. 
“Some transgender, gender 
non-binary, and/or gender 
non-conforming Individuals 
feel more comfortable and 
safe using a gender-inclusive 
locker room facility.”
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EDITORIAL
Welcome 
back, Lakers!
As the summer winds to a 
close, the signs of a new se­
mester are hard to miss. Traf­
fic is busy, Meijer is unbear­
able and all the parking spaces 
are full. Parents are running 
around campus and students 
are trying to fight through the 
bookstore crowd to get their 
textbooks. Although things 
are hectic right now, we are so 
happy to have old Lakers and 
new on campus.
Welcome Week is full of 
new opportunities for Grand 
Valley State University stu­
dents. From Transitions to 
convocation, you will meet 
more people than you can 
possibly remember. And 
that’s totally OK. For fresh­
men, you have the next four 
years to explore GVSU and 
get settled in. For upperclass­
men, now is the time to make 
memories and take advantage 
of the resources available to 
you through the university.
To the class of 2020, Tran­
sitions week is a great way to 
meet your fellow classmates 
and learn about the univer­
sity. During Transitions week 
presentations, you will hear 
from administrators, police 
officers and fellow students. 
Worst case scenario: you can 
win free stuff. Make sure to 
stay open this week. Keep 
your doors open to make new 
friends, and stay open-mind­
ed to all the new and exciting 
opportunities around you.
One of the best things 
about West Michigan is the 
easy access to public beach­
es. Welcome Week is also 
the perfect time to go to the 
beach. Holland State Park is 
only a 30-minute drive away 
from the Allendale Campus. 
So pack your bags, put on 
your suntan lotion and make 
sure to try a Pronto Pup.
One of the best parts of fall 
extracurricular opportunities 
is football season. Whether 
you want to go for the tailgate 
or to cheer on your fellow 
Lakers, this is a free activity 
for GVSU students to utilize. 
If you’re lucky, you might 
even see Louie the Laker in 
the stands or grab a selfie with 
President Thomas Haas.
GVSU also has a vast 
wealth of student organiza­
tions - over 450 of them. Take 
the first semester to explore 
all of the opportunities pre­
sented to you. Whatever your 
passion is, GVSU most likely 
has a club or student organi­
zation dedicated to that. Stu­
dent orgs are also a great way 
to meet new people and make 
friends outside of the class­
room walls.
Club sports are also a 
great way to not only meet 
new people, but stay fit and 
healthy too. The “freshman 
15” is real, and with a wide 
variety of sports offered, hav­
ing fun while you stay healthy 
is the best route to go.
If you are thinking about 
taking a personal health day, 
the GVSU Recreation Cen­
ter offers a variety of services 
from personal training time 
to health screenings, and even 
small group fitness is available 
for free or at a reduced cost 
for students.
Taking an advantage of 
these campus resources at 
the start of the semester is a 
great way to ensure a spot in 
your regular routine. Now is 
the time to figure out when 
you can make a coffee run 
between classes, when you 
can grab the newest edition of 
the Lanthom, or what times 
your roommate won’t hog the 
bathroom.
Starting out with all these 
new experiences and deci­
sions is exciting, but it can 
also be a little overwhelm­
ing. Take a moment to stop, 
breathe, and give yourself 
the chance to settle in to your 
new life at GVSU.
Returning Lakers, were 
glad to see you again. To our 
newest Lakers, welcome to 
GVSU! We’re so glad you’re 
here, and we can’t wait to see 
the great things you do dur­
ing your time on campus.
So, say a fond farewell to 
the old and hello to the new. 
Take chances, meet new peo­
ple and make sure to call your 
mom every once in a while.
Here’s to a great school 
year, Lakers!
GVL EDITORIAL CARTOON By Taylor Scholtens
editorial(a)lanthorn.com
Freshman year activity checklist
Students should experience all GV has to offer
BY JESS HODGE
NEWS(g)LA N THORN. COM
College can be fun, over­
whelming and exciting all 
at once. There are 25,000 
new people you could 
meet, there are almost 500 
possible clubs you could 
join and there are hun­
dreds of classes you can 
take. Being a first-year 
Laker is one of the great­
est thing because there are 
so many things, people 
and opportunities at your 
disposal.
With so many possi­
bilities, it can be hard to 
narrow down what you 
want to do. For your con­
venience, below is a Grand 
Valley State University 
Bucket List for new Lakers 
to help guide students to 
the fun, the necessary and 
the ambitious things all 
students should try to ac­
complish during their first 
year here at GVSU. Good 
Luck, and go Lakers!
Grand Valley Bucket List
□ Pull an all-nighter
yml i IMJilll irl I
□ Join a student organization
□ Take a selfie with T. Haas
□ Go to Exam Cram
□ Attend an athletic game
□ Explore the ravines
□ Walk through the arboretum
□ Go to Presidents’ Ball
□ Participate in Battle of the 
Valleys
□ Go to homecoming
□ Attend ArtPrize
□ Memorize your G-number
□ Go to the beach
□ Get a ridiculous number of 
free T-shirts
□ Read the Lanthorn
□ Sibs’n’kids weekend
VALLEY QUOTE
“Our liberty depends on the freedom 
of the press, and that cannot be 
limited without being lost.”
- Thomas Jefferson
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GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn's opinion page is to act 
as a forum for public discussion, 
comment and criticism in the 
Grand Valley State University 
community. Student opinions 
published here do not 
necessarily reflect those of the 
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn 
aims to be a safe vehicle for 
community discussion. The 
Lanthorn will not publish 
or entertain any forms of 
hate speech, but will not 
discriminate against any other 
views, opinions or beliefs. The 
content, information and views 
expressed are not approved by 
nor necessarily represent those 
of the university, its Board of 
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff
Reader submissions on the 
opinion page appear as space 
permits, and are reserved 
for letters to the editor only,
all other reader-generated 
content can be submitted to 
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s 
YourSpace page by emailing 
community(g)lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should 
include the author’s full name 
and relevant title along with a 
valid email and phone number 
for confirming the identity of 
the author. Letters should be 
approximately 500-650 words 
in length, and are not edited 
by the staff of the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn outside of technical 
errors for clarity.
To make a submission, 
email at editorial@lanthorn. 
com or by dropping off your 
submission in person at:
0051 KIRKHOF CENTER 
GRAND VALLEY STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401 
616-826-8276
WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT 
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING? 
SEND US AN EMAIL.
EDITORIAL(cDLANTHORN.COM
Demystifying introverted tendencies
Personality differences aren’t necessarily negative
BY KELLY SMITH
EDI TOR I A L(q)LAN THORN. COM
Based on my observations, 
there seems to be a misunder­
standing among many people 
about introverts The most 
common one being that they 
are just shy people. As a result 
of these misunderstandings, 
people begin to make wrong 
assumptions and judgments
about the introverted person. 
But this should not be hap­
pening.
What exactly is an intro­
vert? An introvert is basically 
someone who enjoys more 
personal time than extroverts, 
the more social people. While 
shyness can sometimes play a 
part in one’s social preferences, 
it’s not always the case.
The way I think about it 
is this: shyness is an obstacle, 
something that prevents one 
from stepping out of their 
comfort zone. Introverted­
ness, on the other hand, is 
a personality characteristic. 
Their preference to spend time 
by themselves is not necessar­
ily because they are nervous 
about being around others, but 
simply that they enjoy more 
time of solitude than others. 
For other introverts, it may just
mean having time to think and 
destress. Whatever the reason, 
introverts need their own time 
every now and then.
Aside from shyness, an­
other common misconception 
about introverts is that they’re 
lonely people. Again, this is an 
assumption that is made purely 
on the outward appearance of 
a situation. As with the issue 
of shyness, there is a differ­
ence between being alone and 
being lonely. The two don’t 
always correlate. While this 
may not be the most serious 
example, the root of this issue 
is misjudging someone based 
on appearances.
With so many students 
with so many personalities, 
understanding the social needs 
of others is an important part 
of acceptance and diversity 
on campus. Not everyone is
willing to go out and partici­
pate in social gatherings. They 
should definitely be encour­
aged, but never forced. This is 
important, because it shows 
the introverted person that 
they are welcome to be a part 
of something if they so choose 
to, but they won’t be judged for 
deciding against it. This way, 
the introverted student may 
consider participating simply 
because there’s no pressure on 
them and they might as well 
give it a chance.
We can’t expect everyone to 
enjoy the same activities that 
we do. It’s always important 
to remember that regardless 
of how social someone may 
or may not be, we should still 
accept them and respect them 
for their choices.
Keep up with GVSU news
by following the Lanthorn on social media
© GVLanthorn Grand Valley Lanthorn
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SAYING GOODBYE
FINAL YEAR: Gayle Davis speaks at a Board of Trustees meeting 
this summer. This will be her last year at GVSU. GVi | KEVIN SIELAFF
Provost Gayle Davis 
starts final year at GV
BY JESS HODGE
NEWS@LAN THORN. COM
Since 2002, Gayle Davis has 
watched Grand Valley State 
University’s population steadi­
ly increase from 20,000 to 
25,000 students. As the pro­
vost and executive vice presi­
dent of academic and student 
affairs, Davis has played a vi­
tal role in helping GVSU turn 
from a medium school into 
one of Michigan’s most promi­
nent universities. The 2016-17 
school year will mark Davis’ 
15th and final year at GVSU.
Even though Davis is sad 
to leave, she knows GVSU 
will continue to grow as it 
first did when she arrived. 
Although she will not be in­
volved in the search for her 
successor, Davis helped pick 
out the search team and is 
confident in the team’s abili­
ties. Tfie search team consists 
of about a dozen people, who 
have already begun meeting.
Davis believes one of the 
most important qualities to
look for in possible candi­
dates is their ability to main­
tain the culture at GVSU.
“When I say the culture 
I mean the culture we have 
with shared governance be­
ing so closely tied to this office 
and my own commitment to 
shared governance. I think it 
all works really well right now,” 
she explained. “ I he other is the 
student culture. I feel like we 
have done our best to empower 
students to have different lead­
ership roles and different op­
portunities to really round out 
whatever their major is and I 
hope we don’t ever lose that.”
Unlike other schools, Davis 
said, GVSU has a different way 
of looking at things when it 
comes to students.
“We are pretty unusual,” 
she said. “If we are in a knot 
trying to figure out something 
in senate, and it has to do with 
some policy related to the 
curriculum or other student- 
orientated things, all I really 
have to say is ‘so what would 
be best for our students?”’
With one year left, Da­
vis is looking to wrap up as 
many projects as possible. 
She also wants to give the 
new provost ample instruc­
tion for their years.
“Getting the division in 
place for the next provost so 
that if there are loose ends I can 
tie up within a year then that is 
on the list,” she explained. “I’ve 
been writing a log of our activi­
ties, when we did what, where 
the senate is on this and that, 
there is such history to so many 
of the bigger decisions that we 
make in my office.”
As someone who has been 
here for nearly 15 years, Davis 
has made multiple changes to 
academic and student affairs 
at GVSU. When she first got 
here, Davis recalls GVSU be­
ing in the transitional period 
of a small school to becom­
ing a medium, more com­
plex university. As with any 
growing institution, there 
were changes that needed to 
be made to accommodate the 
growing campus.
“The reorganization came 
first, (then) we did a lot of work 
on general education, a lot of 
work on faculty workload be­
ing fairer across the university, 
those things that took it from a 
whole bunch of divisional clus­
ters in academics and made it a 
university’’ Davis explained. “I 
have felt that I came here and 
trying to mature the policies 
and get us more in the mindset 
of opportunities as well as ob­
ligations to students when we 
offer this huge array of oppor­
tunities to them. It was the next 
stage of Grand Valley’s growth 
that we needed to do.”
In a statement released af­
ter the announcement of Da­
vis’ retirement, GVSU Presi­
dent Thomas Haas said Davis 
has “left an indelible mark on 
Grand Valley and Michigan,” 
and she has made the GVSU 
community a “better place to 
work and live.”
“I’ve loved this place (like) 
it’s home,” Davis said of her 
retirement. “It was a very hard 
decision for me to make.”
MEDICAL MILE
BY SHAE SLAUGHTER
SSLAUGHTER@LANTHORN.COM
As Grand Valley State Univer­
sity continues to grow in size, 
so does the need for larger 
facilities. Currently, GVSU is 
expanding to fulfill the need 
of students in the form of a 
new health sciences building.
This new academic build­
ing will be built downtown 
on Grand Rapids’ Medical 
Mile. One will begin con­
struction this winter, but the 
exact details of the proposed 
project are still under wraps 
as the university board has 
yet to give its final approval.
' The initial building plan 
was for an 84,000 square foot 
building located at 500 Lafay­
ette St. However, “during the 
development of the program 
for this building, the university 
realized that this new building 
would not meet the immedi­
ate and long term needs of the 
university,” said James Moyer, 
associate vice president of fa­
cilities planning at GVSU.
Administrators then 
looked to the state for finan­
cial help in adding an addi­
tional 160,000 square feet to 
create a third building to meet 
the ever growing needs of the 
university. This additional 
space will ideally include 16 
new labs and preparatory 
spaces, 15 new classrooms 
and seminar spaces and 50 
new faculty offices, along with 
a variety of other rooms.
This extra space is neces­
sary due to the fact that GV- 
SU’s enrollment has increased 
by 40 percent over the last 15 
years. Many of these students 
wish to enter into health-re­
lated fields, pushing the cur­
rent academic buildings to 
maximum capacity.
GVSU is the state’s largest 
producer of health profession­
als who are not doctors, as 
more than one third of its stu­
dents are enrolled in health or 
gateway professions.
Professor Roy Olsson, Dean 
of the College of Health Profes­
sions, has noticed the need to 
grow and update the facility.
“In 2008, the college had 
about 1,000 students. Today, 
the college has about 2,300 stu­
dents,” Olsson said.
GVSU’s current facility, 
the Cook-DeVos Center for 
Health Sciences has only 
been in use since 2003, but is 
already inadequate in terms 
of size and capability.
In the College of Health 
Professions, the number of 
available majors is constantly 
growing, much like the number 
of students looking to fill those 
programs. Options like health 
information management, 
American Sign Language and 
clinical dietetics have recently 
been included. When the
Cook-DeVos Center opened, 
GVSU offered eight programs 
in health-related fields. As of 
last year, 41 are now offered.
For these reasons, GVSU 
administrators met with state 
legislators to pitch their pro­
posal. Ultimately, the state 
agreed to give $29 million for 
the development of this new 
building. Matt McLogan, vice 
president of university rela­
tions, was present at the unveil­
ing of the plan to the legislators.
“In approving the bud­
get, they authorized plan­
ning which will last about a 
year,” McLogan said.
The new building is not 
expected to have any effect on 
GVSU’s current tuition rate, 
as the funds not covered by 
the state will be taken from 
the school’s current bud­
get. Ideally, the state-funded 
building construction is esti­
mated to begin in April 2017, 
concluding in July 2019.
GV receives state funding for 
new health science building
MOVING UP: A new health sciences academic building will be 
added to the Grand Rapids Medical Mile by 2019. gvl I archive
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GVPD manages 
underage drinking
Enforcement grant provides extra 
funding for officers on duty
BY HANNAH LENTZ
ASSOC IA TECcDLANTHORN.COM
Alcohol is notorious for be­
ing associated with a college 
students spring break, the 
occasional thirsty Ihursday 
and, just in time for school 
to start, welcome week.
Although this week can be 
seen as the perfect time to let 
loose and enjoy the party, when 
a large amount of the under­
graduate population is under 
the legal drinking age, there can 
be more to pay than the $12.99 
for that bottle of Svedka.
According to the 2015 
Clery crime report at Grand 
Valley State University, there 
were 200 liquor arrests or 
Minor in Possession charges 
in 2014. Up from the 134 
arrests in 2013, and the 184 
arrests in 2012, the Grand 
Valley Police Department 
(GVPD) is cracking down 
on underage drinking with 
the help of the Youth Alcohol 
Enforcement grant from the 
Office of Highway Safety and 
Planning through the Ottawa 
County Police Department.
“We have seen that un­
derage drinking leads to 
assaultive behavior and an 
increase in destruction of 
property,” said Brandon De- 
Haan, GVPD captain. “We 
use the funds from this grant 
to keep our campus safe.”
The GVPD was re-autho­
rized for the grant this year, 
receiving $15,000 to go toward
overtime pay for officers during 
high-risk times for underage 
drinking. With this grant, uni­
versity police are able to bring 
in officers from the Ottawa 
County Sheriffs Department 
to assist GVPD in monitoring 
drinking during certain times.
Large events such as 
football games, holidays 
and homecoming weekend 
are some of the high-risk 
events where extra enforce­
ment is needed by the police 
department, DeHaan said.
So far, the grant has been 
helpful in limiting large gath­
erings and attention-draw­
ing behavior, DeHaan said. 
The progression can be seen 
through the average size of 
parties seen by enforcement.
“Prior to the grant, we 
had several gatherings with 
100 to 1,000 people in at­
tendance,” DeHaan said. “We 
have been very successful at 
reducing these type of gath­
erings to prevent criminal is­
sues on and around campus.”
Party sizes have gone down 
significantly. Now, GVSU typi­
cally sees parties with 30 people 
or fewer in attendance, which is 
still manageable for the host in 
most cases, DeHaan said.
Though the Youth Alcohol 
Enforcement grant has been 
helpful in reducing large, dan­
gerous gatherings, things are 
not perfect, DeHaan said.
“If someone is in violation 
of the law and drawing atten­
tion to themselves or engaging 
in underage alcohol consump­
tion, officers will conduct an in­
vestigation if there is probable 
cause and cite a Minor in Pos­
session ticket,” DeHaan said.
Some of these attention­
drawing instances include 
loud music, yelling and shout­
ing, the presence of other ille­
gal substances and the throw­
ing of items such as bottles or 
other party paraphernalia.
If a student receives a Mi­
nor in Possession ticket, a 
court date will be scheduled 
and there will be several op­
tions for the student includ­
ing pleading guilty or inno­
cent and receiving probation 
or working with an attorney.
Treatment at GVSU can 
include working with some­
one in the counseling center 
or attending group Alcohol 
Anonymous meetings.
“Students need to have an 
expectation of an increase of of­
ficers on and around campus,” 
DeHaan said. “We are going 
to be mobilized during risky 
times to enforce the zero toler­
ance policy the university has 
on underage drinking.”
GVPD is currently in the 
process of writing their pro­
posal for the Youth Alcohol 
Enforcement grant for the 2017 
school year and has been iden­
tified as a potential grantee.
For more information 
about GVPD, visit www. 
gvsu.edu/gvpd. For infor­
mation on alcohol counsel­
ing services at the university 
visit, www.gvsu.edu/aces. EXTRA ENFORCEMENT: Sergeant Jeff Stoll of GVPD attempts to help an intoxicated individual find his 
way back home on the corner of Pierce Street and 48th Avenue Oct. 25. 2015. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF
GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY PRESENTS THE 14th ANNUAL
Grand Valley’s Fall Arts Celebration features distinguished writers, 
poets, musicians, artists, and scholars of our time.
Please join us this fall for inspiring entertainment that is the hallmark 
of our signature events.
Enriching the 
Arts and Humanities 
in West Michigan
v' /;
■ - '^| MUSIC
“Emerging Romanticism: 
the Ying Quartet Performs the 
Early Viennese Chamber Music 
of Beethoven”
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 7:30 P.M.
COOK-DEWITT CENTER 
ALLENDALE CAMPUS
ART
“GVSU and SeoulTech Art and 
Design Faculty Exhibition”
EXHIBITION RECEPTION
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 5-7 P.M.
ART GALLERY, PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
ALLENDALE CAMPUS
EXHIBITION DATES:
AUGUST 26-NOVEMBER 4
POETRY
“An Evening of Poetry and 
Conversation with Oliver de la Paz 
and Kay Ryan”
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 7 P.M.
2ND FLOOR, L.V. EBERHARD CENTER 
ROBERT C. PEW GRAND RAPIDS CAMPUS
DANCE
The Francesca Harper Project 
and GVSU Dance present 
“Beethoven's The Creatures 
of Prometheus Ballet”
MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 7:30 P.M.
LOUIS ARMSTRONG THEATRE 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
ALLENDALE CAMPUS
LECTURE
Rebecca Solnit
“Seeing the Invisible: Journeys 
Through the Overlooked, Unheard, 
Outside, and Insurrectionary”
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 7 P.M.
2ND FLOOR, L.V. EBERHARD CENTER 
ROBERT C. PEW GRAND RAPIDS CAMPUS
HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
“Musical Tradition and Timeless 
Memories: Handel's Messiah”
MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 7:30 P.M.
FOUNTAIN STREET CHURCH 
24 FOUNTAIN STREET NE 
GRAND RAPIDS, Ml
CM!union
All events are FREE and open to the public.
'
IMBMB Want to know more about upcoming 
Fall Arts Celebration events?
Please visit gvsu.edu/fallarts and
provide us with your email address
or call (616) 331-2183
Media Sponsor
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SELFIES WITH MARY: A PHOTO-OP TOUR OF 
MARY IDEMA PEW LIBRARY
On Aug. 22, new and returning students are invited 
to take an inside look at the Mary Idema Pew Library on 
the Allendale Campus to start planning late-night study 
spots and learn about what the library has to offer.
This self-guided tour includes six different photo 
opportunities that will guide students throughout the 
four floors of the library. At the end, students can pick 
up a prize.
At the end of the tour, students can stop at the 
service desk to start the tour during all open library 
hours from Aug. 22 to Sept. 2. The library’s hours can 
be found at www.gvsu.edu/library.
YOUNG FLINT SPEAKS EXHIBIT AT GV
Surrounding the Flint water crisis, many local news 
organizations and citizens have voiced their concerns on 
the condition of the water and its community. However, 
despite the age difference, the students of the Linden 
Charter Academy are also speaking up.
On Aug. 22, located at the Blue Wall Gallery Richard 
M. DeVos Center in downtown Grand Rapids, the Young 
Flint Speaks exhibit will be open to the public.
During the winter 2016 semester, GVSU graduate 
student Stephanie Smedley worked with middle school 
students in Flint to document their experience of the 
crisis through artwork. The exhibit will be on view at Grand 
Valley State University until Nov. 3.
CAMPUS DINING HOLDING OPEN INTERVIEWS 
FOR THE NEW SEMESTER
Located in the Commons Building at Grand Valley 
State University, the campus dining team will be 
holding open interviews for those interested in 
working with food during the semester. Positions 
start at $8.50 an hour.
All dining locations will be represented at the 
event, and all interviews will be completed on-the- 
spot. From 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., students should be sure 
to bring identification and an original social security 
card, birth certificate or passport.
The interviews are set to be held in the Lower 
Commons dining room located by Fuel. For any 
further details, contact human resources student em­
ployment at dininghr@gvsu.edu.
GV SOCIAL JUSTICE CENTERS TO HOST ANNUAL 
‘FIRST FRIDAY’ EVENT
Welcoming new and returning students back 
to Grand Valley State University, the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs, Women’s Center and Milton E.
Ford LBGT Resource Center are teaming up to host 
the annual First Friday Photo Booth event.
The event acts as part of the Back to School Bash.
From 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, grab a 
punch card beforehand and visit each office to learn 
about the services and resources offered throughout the 
year.
TRADITIONS
Convocation 
to welcome 
class of 2020
BY SAMANTHA ELLIOTT-MOSLEY
SELLIOT-MOSLEYiaiLANTHORN.COM
As summer comes to a close and stu­
dents trade in their beach bags for back­
packs, there are many Laker welcome 
events happening around Grand Valley 
State University’s campuses.
GVSU will officially begin the 2016- 
17 academic year with the annual con­
vocation ceremony to be held on Fri­
day, Aug. 26 located in the Fieldhouse 
Arena. The ceremony will take place at 
11:30 a.m. and will mark the start of a 
new journey for many new students.
The convocation ceremony is a GVSU 
tradition preparing new attendees as well 
as returning students, staff and faculty, 
and is celebrated every year since the in­
stitution’s inception. Around 6,(XX) people 
are expected to attend this year’s event.
LeaAnn Tibbe, associate director of 
the Office of Student Life, works along­
side many large scale events around 
campus and knows her way around this 
year’s convocation ceremony.
“It’s a chance for the university to gather 
together and celebrate the upcoming year,” 
Tibbe said. “There will be speakers, music, 
and videos. It’s an exciting time.”
Speakers at the ceremony will in­
clude President Thomas Haas, Faculty 
Senate Chair Karen Gibson, Provost 
Gayle Davis, student senate President 
Ella Fritzemeier, recent alumnus David 
Collado and members of facility.
Music will be featured intermittently 
through the ceremony as well. The GVSU 
choral ensembles will welcome students 
with performances of some classic GVSU 
ceremony songs, and there will be a special 
performance of “The Impossible Dream.”
This formal opening ceremony was
chosen to parallel students’ experience 
at commencement when they graduate. 
Tibbe called the two ceremonies “book- 
ends to the college experience.”
“It’s great for students to be able to re­
flect back and look at how their college 
experience began and ended,” Tibbe said. 
“They began at GVSU with a formal cere­
mony, and conclude with commencement, 
which has a similar feel with the faculty in 
their robes and formal music playing.”
Tibbe also described the event as 
being “bittersweet,” as it means the 
end of the summer but also the begin­
ning of a new journey forward.
Haas is also looking forward to 
welcoming everyone to campus this 
year. He said he enjoys watching the 
campus brighten with anticipation as 
students return from the summer and 
the band begins to play again.
“Convocation is a rite of passage in 
many regards,” Haas said. “It is for new stu­
dents coming to campus for the first time 
as well as for returning students, staff and 
faculty for the academic year ahead.”
Haas will be speaking about look­
ing forward to this year and years ahead, 
and the transition from summer to a new 
academic year. Additionally, Hass said he 
is thrilled with the “Laker effect” mes­
sage and that will be an ongoing theme 
throughout the convocation ceremony.
“It demonstrates to new students that 
they’re joining a special place at GVSU, 
they can see alumni in their communi­
ties and careers making a difference with 
the foundation that they found here,” 
Haas said. “The Laker effect is all about 
commitment to each other and to the 
communities where we serve.”
There will be additional opportuni­
ties throughout the week prior to the
LAKERS: President Thomas Haas speaks at 
the 2015 convocation. GVL I KEVIN sielaff
convocation ceremony on and around 
GVSU’s campus during the transition 
from summer to the school year.
On Aug. 25, the class of 2020 will join 
together for a group photo at Lubbers Sta­
dium. This will be followed by the Laker 
Fan Fest which will include “freebies” and 
meetings with Laker football players.
As a last hurrah Thursday night, the 
Standale Meijer will host a Meijer Madness 
event with music and giveaways.
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LAKER TRADITIONS TEAM
Laker Kickoff party 
sees changes for 2016
Increase in attendance causes 
event to change location
GROWTH: The class of 2019 enjoys a night of dancing. This year’s 
kickoff event will be in the Fieldhouse Arena. GVL | EMILY FRYE
BY WARREN SINK
LAKERL IFE@LANTHORN.COM
For the incoming class of 
2020, the Laker Traditions 
team has prepared the Lak­
er For a Lifetime Kickoff 
event to celebrate a new 
journey at Grand Valley 
State University Aug. 24.
According to the coordina­
tor for this tradition, student 
Julia Sturvist, who has planned 
a Hawaiian Luau theme for 
the event, “this is the first time 
freshmen have no boundaries.”
After the new student 
orientation and ice-breaking 
transitions, which will oc­
cur in the Fieldhouse Arena, 
the newcomers will exit to 
DJ Bigg Dogg, who will cu­
rate dance music. The event 
will feature games such as 
cornhole or ladder-golf, and 
pizza, popcorn, desserts and 
beverages will be served.
Dan Ziegenfelder, program­
ming chair of the Laker Tradi­
tions team, works directly with 
both GVSU faculty and the co­
ordinators of the team to make 
sure events throughout the year 
cultivate the Laker spirit, all 
the while, accommodating the 
sheer number of attendees.
At past Laker for a Life­
time Kickoffs, Ziegenfelder 
said students exiting the
Fieldhouse walked through 
several activity stations to ac­
cess the DJ, games or food.
Naturally, he said, students 
would congregate at one par­
ticular station, while others 
would beeline for another. 
This created a congestion 
problem as nearly 4,000 fresh­
men exited the Fieldhouse.
To combat this, Ziegen­
felder said the kickoff will take 
place in the circle pathway out­
side the Fieldhouse, near the 
entrance to the pool.
“This year, (the Laker Tradi­
tions team) moved food to be 
in one direction, games to be 
in another and the DJ to be in 
another,” he said. “There will be 
multiple pathways for people 
to exit. There will be more of 
a flow so people can see every­
thing that we have to offer.”
Although this event is 
geared toward freshmen, the 
kickoff event is only one of 
many Laker traditions. Over 
the course of the year, ten tra­
ditions events are put on for 
students to attend.
Each event from Family 
Day to the ExtravaGRAN- 
Dza, which takes place at the 
end of the winter semester 
close to exam-time, are co­
ordinated by the Laker Tra­
ditions team, comprised of 
current GVSU students.
MEET AND GREET: Students talk to GVSU student clubs at last year's Campus Life Night. This year, Campus Life Night will take place 
Sept. 6 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in Parking Lot H, where more than 450 student organizations are expected to attend. GVL I KEVIN sielaff
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BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
LAKERL IFEaLAN THORN. COM
While the summer break is 
dwindling down to a mere 
week, new students are ar­
riving at Grand Valley State 
University for Laker welcome 
week events to start making 
connections and learn about 
what the campus has to offer.
On Sept. 6, students are 
invited to take a break from 
classes to learn about the 
numerous registered cam­
pus organizations and clubs 
at the annual Campus Life 
Night, a tradition for more 
than 30 years at GVSU.
Eric Stevens, student or­
ganization development 
coordinator at the Office of 
Student Life, said the event 
aims to give new and return­
ing students a snapshot of 
groups on campus. For 2016, 
more than 450 organizations 
are expected to attend.
In addition to the tra­
ditional student clubs and 
Greek organizations, several 
local businesses and non­
profits are expected to attend 
and promote their services.
“This event has been go­
ing on at Grand Valley for 
decades now,” Stevens said. “It 
gives students an opportunity 
to stumble into involvement. 
Maybe you didn’t know there’s 
an organization on campus 
involving something you’re 
passionate about, that’s what 
Campus Life Night is for.”
As Transitions Week wel­
comes students to attend a 
variety of wellness and aca­
demic focused events, Stevens 
said Campus Life Night is 
also modeled to promote and 
shape the health of new stu­
dents entering campus.
In addition, students are 
given the opportunity to meet 
other Lakers on campus, in­
cluding professors and other 
business professionals, as 
more than 4,500 students typi­
cally attend the event.
“The primary reason for 
this event is to build interper­
sonal connections with other 
students,” he said. “The second 
reason is to learn strategies for 
wellness and personal success, 
so students can learn how to 
be successful academically and 
stay healthy on campus.”
Stevens added not only 
underclassmen are welcome, 
but many upperclassmen are 
also able to find out about 
organizations or clubs over­
looked from previous years.
As many career-related 
groups are on campus, he 
said students are able to use 
this opportunity to build a 
documented skill set. Ste­
vens compared the experi­
ence to the sides of a coin, 
as this event provides the 
extracurricular opportuni­
ties to the other half of a re­
quired college education.
“College degrees have be­
come the first expectation 
from employers, but getting 
involved on campus in extra 
curricular activities,” Stevens 
said, “now that will check off 
all of the other lists on a re­
sume for a job. You’re gaining 
practical transferable skills.”
This year, a stage will be 
added to the location for 
student organizations to 
showcase their talents. The 
performances will be cen­
tered around performing 
arts groups such as music, 
dance and comedy.
In addition to the music 
and free food, many orga­
nizations bring “freebies” 
such as personalized pens, 
CDs or stickers for stu­
dents to enjoy while walk­
ing from booth to booth.
“These (Laker Welcome 
Week) events provide stu­
dents the chance to learn 
how to become a Laker,” Ste­
vens said. “Understand what 
it means to be a Laker, our 
traditions, campus program­
ming and to wear Laker blue 
or attend football games.
“This is the time to learn 
what it means to become a 
Laker for a lifetime.”
Campus Life Night will 
take place from 7 p.m. to 9 
p.m. located in Parking Lot 
H, across from the Mary 
Idema Pew Library. In case 
of inclement weather, the 
event date will move to Sept. 
11 at the same time.
For student organizations 
interested in signing up, reg­
istration closes Aug. 29 at 5 
p.m. The cost is $250 a busi­
ness for one table and $ 150 a 
nonprofit, and free for GVSU 
student organizations.
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WOMEN’S SOCCER TO 
HOST MATCH AT LUBBERS 
STADIUM
The GVSU women’s soccer 
team will host a soccer match 
at Lubbers Stadium on Sept.
30 against Tiffin University. It 
will mark the first non-football 
event to utilize the new video 
board at the stadium.
The top ranked Lakers will 
battle GLIAC opponent Tiffin in 
an attempt to break the single 
game attendance record for 
Division II women's soccer.
The current record stands 
at 3,227 in a game between 
Wayne St. University and 
Nebraska-Kearney University 
in 2009.
The game will feature a 
number of promotions, includ­
ing free scarves to the first 1,000 
fans and other promotional 
giveaways.
The GVSU marching band will 
be playing at the event, along 
with a pre-game concert outside 
of the stadium.
The Lakers will look to follow 
up their third national cham­
pionship in a row with another 
successful season. The Lakers 
have a 69-3-4 overall record in 
the past three seasons.
GV ANNOUNCES NEW 
ASSOCIATE ATHLETIC 
DIRECTOR AND SENIOR 
WOMAN ADMINISTRATOR
Grand Valley State athletic 
director Keri Becker announced 
earlier this month that Erika 
Wallace is taking over as the 
associate athletic director and 
senior woman administrator. 
Wallace formerly worked in the 
GVSU financial aid department.
Wallace is a GVSU alum and 
former women’s basketball 
standout. She was recently 
inducted into the GVSU Athletics 
Hall of Fame in 2015.
Known as Erika Ryskamp in 
her playing days, Wallace led the 
Lakers to a national champion­
ship in the 2005-06 season.
She finished her playing ca­
reer with her name etched in the 
GVSU record books. She ranks 
second in career three point­
ers, three-point percentage, and 
games played in GVSU history.
In her new position, Wallace 
will be responsible for super­
vising coaches in regards to 
budget, recruiting, scheduling 
and traveling.
Wallace will also be respon­
sible for NCAA compliance, 
fundraising and will represent 
GVSU on multiple boards 
and committees, including 
the Intercollegiate Athletic 
Advisory Board and the GLIAC 
Management Council.
FORMER GV TRACK AND 
FIELD ATHLETE SELECTED 
TO COMPETE IN RIO 2016 
PARALYMPIC GAMES
Chris Hammer, a former 
GVSU cross country and track 
and field All-American, will 
compete on the first ever United 
States Paralympics Triathlon 
Team at the 2016 Paralympic 
Games in Rio de Janeiro.
Hammer was one of eight ath­
letes named to the team.
This is Hammer’s second 
time competing on the United 
States' Paralympic Team.
He competed in the 2012 
Paralympic Games in London 
as a part of the track and 
field team.
Hammer also won his first 
international triathlon in 2015.
As a Laker, Hammer was a 
four-time track and field All- 
American. He finished in the top 
eight in the 3000 meter steeple­
chase in all four years of his 
GVSU career.
He also finished 30th in the 
2007 cross country national 
championship.
The 2016 Summer 
Paralympics start on Sept. 7 and 
finish on Sept. 18. The men’s tri­
athlon events take place on Sept. 
10 at Copacabana Beach.
CANADA
A long way from Allendale
GV linemen Revenberg, Bourke enjoy success in CFL
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
SPOR TS(d>LAN THORN. COM
Editors note: The Lanthom 
covered a CFL game between 
the Hamilton Tiger-Cats and 
the Saskatchewan Roughrid- 
ers in Hamilton, Ontario Aug. 
20. Here’s an exclusive look 
at GVSUs involvement in 
the CFL, as well as the differ­
ences between Canadian and 
American football. 
HAMILTON, Canada - 
On the way to the stadium, 
the minute differences be­
come more apparent. Tim 
Hortons coffee shops are 
littered throughout the city 
the way Starbucks is in the 
United States. The speed 
limit is 50 kilometers per 
hour. A tradition of the 
locals living in the shadow 
of the stadium, fans’ cars 
are parked in the yards of 
the surrounding houses, 
the most popular method 
of game-day parking. The 
city is adorned in black 
and gold team colors, but 
this is not Pittsburgh.
Welcome to Hamilton, 
Ontario.
While NFL teams are still 
working out the kinks and 
evaluating players during 
the preseason in August, the 
Canadian Football League is 
already in full swing by this 
time. Entering their game 
against Saskatchewan (1-6), 
the Hamilton Tiger-Cats 
(stylized ‘TiCats’) were 3-4 
on the year and looking to 
regain their footing.
TiCats’ starting quarter­
back Zach Collaros, who 
missed the first seven games 
of an 18-game regular sea­
son with an injury, made his 
2016 season debut last week 
against the British Columbia 
Lions, a 45-38 loss.
A part of the unit that 
will help protect Collaros, 
Brandon Revenberg, the
former Grand Valley State 
lineman who started at tack­
le, guard and center over his 
four years with the Lakers, is 
listed on the depth chart as a 
backup to starting left guard 
Peter Dyakowski.
The TiCats drafted 
Revenberg, a native of Wind­
sor, Ontario, with the third 
overall pick in the 2016 CFL 
Draft. The T iCats are slowly 
integrating their top prospect 
more and more each week, as 
he continues to adjust to the 
Canadian style of football.
“Coming in this year, I 
didn’t really set any high ex­
pectations for myself for the 
amount of playing time I 
would get,” Revenberg said. 
“As of right now, the last 
couple games have just kind 
of been a rotation, getting 
some reps here and there. All 
of (the TiCats offensive line­
men) have been great. Ryan 
Bomben, Peter Dyakowski, 
you know all of those guys, 
even the tackles have been 
helping me out, so I appreci­
ate that from them.”
The evening of Aug. 20 
approaches closer to the 7 
p.m. kickoff, and event staff 
on the field unravel one of 
the largest Canadian flags in 
the country. There will be no 
Star Spangled Banner here— 
the flag is rolled out for a per­
formance of “Oh, Canada.” 
The pregame festivities are 
over, and it’s time for kickoff. 
Toronto
As the game in Hamil­
ton was just getting started, 
another CFL contest about 
50 miles northeast of Hamil­
ton is coming to an end. The 
Toronto Argonauts—the Ti­
Cats’ bitter rival—have just 
suffered a 46-23 home loss at 
the hands of the Edmonton 
Eskimos. Despite the loss, 
one of the Argonauts’ play­
ers, veteran offensive line­
man Josh Bourke, has had
many more wins than losses 
in his football career.
Bourke played five years 
at GVSU—three years with 
current Notre Dame coach 
Brian Kelly, two years with 
former Laker coach Chuck 
Martin—and cemented 
himself as the best offen­
sive lineman to ever suit up 
in Laker blue.
Bourke played in four 
national championships 
in his five years at GVSU, 
three of which were wins 
(2002, 2003 and 2005). 
He was an Associated 
Press First-Team All- 
American his senior year, 
the 2005 GLIAC offensive 
lineman of the year and a 
two-time First-Team All- 
<11 [AC selection.
“Grand Valley was an 
awesome university expe­
rience,” Bourke said. “2001 
is when we went to our first 
national championship. 
We ended up losing to 
North Dakota, but that was 
kind of when the wheels 
got set in motion and we 
(thought) we have a pretty 
good team.’
“Obviously, winning 
three national champion­
ships, not a lot of people 
can say that at the Divi­
sion II level.”
Bourke credits his coach­
es for bringing top level tal­
ent—much of which was in­
state—to GVSU and creating 
a winning culture in the foot­
ball program.
Bourke was the 23rd 
overall pick by the Montreal 
Alouettes in the 2004 CFI 
Draft during his redshirt 
junior season. He decided 
to finish out his career at 
GVSU rather than going di­
rectly to the CFL.
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STRUT: Former Laker offensive lineman Brandon Revenberg looks 
on during a Hamilton Tiger-Cats game Aug. 20. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF
FAN EXPERIENCE
MONOLITH: The video board sits at the end of Lubbers Stadium. The video board is one of two major additions coming to the GVSU football fan experience this fall, 
and boasts 977,408 pixels, 24,000 Hertz that gives the refresh rate 100 times faster than a standard TV and a 9,000 brightness level for day games. GVL I EMILY FRYE
Saturday night lights
Addition of video board, Tailgate Village to add to football fan experience
BY JOSH PEICK
JPEICK&L A N THORN. COM
In the fall, Saturday night 
f(K)tball at Lubbers .Stadium is 
a tradition not only for Grand 
Valley State students, but 
for West Michigan. Lubbers 
Stadium has led the nation 
in attendance for Division II 
the last four years. Fans come 
not only to see quality foot­
ball, but for the fan experi­
ence, and this year, GVSU has 
made two improvements to 
that fan experience.
The first addition to the 
fan experience is the new 
video board in Lubbers 
Stadium. The upgrade has 
been a topic of discussion 
for a couple of years in the
athletic department.
“We started talking about 
the need to replace the video 
board about two years ago,” 
said Brad Wallace, GVSUs 
director of athletic and rec­
reational facilities. “The old 
board was not functioning as 
it should, and securing service 
and replacement parts were 
proving to be a challenge.”
The construction on the 
40-foot tall, 72.5 foot wide 
screen will be completed just 
in time for the lakers’ first 
home game Sept. 1.
“From start to finish, it was 
a tight timeline,” Wallace said. 
“These large boards take time 
to construct, and the stadium 
itself needed some infrastruc­
ture upgrades to support the 
board and possible future sta­
dium improvements.”
In comparison to last 
season’s video board, the 
new screen will be nine 
times larger. But size is not 
the only upgrade.
The 977,408 pixels on the 
board offer more resolution 
than a high definition televi­
sion, and the 24,(XX) Hertz 
gives the board a refresh rate 
100 times faster than a stan­
dard television. Ihe board 
also features a 9,(XX) night 
brightness level which will al­
low for the board to still be ef­
fective during day games.
The second addition to 
the fan experience will oc­
cur before each home game, 
in the newly formed Tailgate 
Village. Tailgate Village, pre­
sented by 48 West, will give
GVSU students a better op­
portunity to experience pre­
game tailgating.
“We are extremely excited 
about the opportunity to 
bring our most loyal students 
together in one area, closer to 
all the game day action,” said 
GVSUs community relations 
director Kelsey Penland.
Tailgate Village will be lo­
cated in the middle of all the 
game-day action in Parking 
Ix)t C West. Students will be 
closer to the GVSU cheer and 
dance teams, as well as the 
marching band. The village is 
also located next to the laker 
walk, where the football team 
makes its way to the stadium. 
Along with being closer to the 
action, students are subject to 
giveaways and free food.
“The support we receive 
from (the) Laker nation is 
unmatched in DII, and they 
deserve to have a better space 
to tailgate at home games,” 
said Doug Lipinski, GVSUs 
deputy director of athletics - 
external operations.
Admission into Tailgate 
Village is sold as a season 
pass (six home games) and 
not for individual games. 
Season passes are available 
at the ticket office located in 
the Fieldhouse Arena.
The new additions will 
make for a better experi­
ence for the fans this sea­
son to cheer on the Lakers, 
the second ranked team in 
the nation according to the 
2016 Sporting News pre­
season national poll.
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BASEBALL
Back to the beginning
Laker standout Cody Grice inducted into DeWitt high school Hall of Fame
runs in a game and I hit my first grand slam 
ever, so that was probably my career high­
light,” he said. “It was a treat to be around 
some rehabbing big leaguers, too.”
Grice added that he even had the oppor­
tunity to share the same uniform and field 
as players such as Alex Rodriguez and Cur­
tis Granderson at times.
Grice was tossed throughout the whole or­
ganization before returning to GVSU in 2015 
to serve as a graduate assistant with the baseball 
team while he works to get his MBA.
“He’s a very knowledgable source. He’s 
a like a sponge, man - he soaks up knowl­
edge and keeps it with him,” Detillion said. 
“He recognizes little points in the game, and 
he got an exercise science degree from here 
at Grand Valley so he helps run our exercise 
programs. He’s just a talented kid.
“I think he’s a great baseball mind if he 
wants to stay into coaching. He’s got an itch to 
get into the strength and conditioning side. If 
he wants to stay in coaching, he’ll be a good 
one, and if he gets into strength and condition­
ing, he’ll be good there. I’d say professionally, 
his better days are ahead of him just because 
he’s one of the hardest workers I’ve ever seen.”
Just recently, Grice received word that he had 
been selected as an inductee into the DeWitt 
High School Athletic Hall of Fame.
Needing to meet just three criteria, Grice was 
an easy choice to join DeWitt royalty in their hall. 
His outstanding athletic achievement, individual 
recognition and honors, contributions to team 
success and overall athletic program success, 
good character, good standing as a student ath­
lete and positive contribution to the community 
all contributed to his induction.
“He’s always known where he’s come from 
and the community has supported him. The 
family he comes from has made DeWitt very 
proud,” Brya said.
The ceremony will take place at halftime of 
DeWitt’s Sept. 30 football bout against Haslett 
at DeWitt Memorial Stadium.
“I’m proud. Ihere’s so many people in (the 
Hall of Fame) that I know personally that I’ve 
always admired and have a lot of respect for. 
Within the town, everyone’s close knit and 
people know you so it’s an honor to be up there 
on that wall,” Grice said. “I couldn’t be proudef 
to be a part of such a great tradition in their 
athletics, and I want to thank all the coaches 
and people who helped me along the way.”
In his senior year at DeWitt, Grice hit for a 
.439 average, popped 4 home runs, and led the 
team with 39 runs batted in. 'Ihese numbers 
earned him All-League, All-District, All-Region, 
and All-State honors as well as a spot in the East- 
West All-Star game at Comerica Park in Detroit.
“I think that Cody was really just beginning to 
realize his potential in high school. He certainly 
had a stellar high school career, but that was re­
ally just the tip of the iceberg for him,” said Grice’s 
coach Mike Brya of DeWitt baseball.
Ultimately, the sought after infielder- 
turned-outfielder decided to continue on with 
his baseball career and left football in the rear­
view mirror when he committed to GVSU.
Grice picked up where he left off when 
arriving in Allendale, where he homered 
in his first-ever at-bat. He’d go on to post 
tremendous numbers worthy of bringing 
home the GLIAC Freshman of the Year 
award. Along with that, the Lakers went on 
to compete in the Division II World Series.
Things picked up during his sophomore 
year. In addition to setting a new school re­
cord with 100 hits in a single season, Grice led 
the conference in triples and total bases and 
finished second in average and runs scored. 
These numbers made him a semifinalist for 
the Division II Player of the Year award.
Grice was no longer an under-the-radar 
college player from Michigan. His name was 
now inked into the scouting reports of profes­
sional baseball teams across the country.
The exercise science major went on 
again to dominate at the plate and on the 
base paths in his junior campaign.
His excellence as a Laker brought his name to 
the mouths of New York Yankees scouts and ex­
ecutives who eventually selected him in the 12th 
round of the 2011 MLB Draft.
“I didn’t think pro ball could be an op­
tion until my junior year (of college) when 
people told me I had a shot. I was more of an 
in-the-moment guy. I just worked hard and it 
panned out that way,” Grice said.
Grice started his professional career in 
the New York-Penn League with the Stat­
en Island Yankees and posted respectable 
numbers all the way up to Triple-A with the 
Scranton-Wilkes Barre RailRiders.
“I think just all the time I spent in Triple- 
A was pretty awesome. You get treated a lit­
tle differently there. I got to play with some 
good players and one game I had two home
Meijer Mania
Thursday, August 25 8pm-midnight
Exclusively for
Grand Valley State Students
* free food, samples, prizes 
and much more
* free on-campus bus service 
to and from the store
Bus service from campus to the Meijer store beginning 
at 8pm. Buses leave from/return to Kirkhof Center.
Last returning bus departs Meijer at 12:30am.
BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
BMC A TAMNEY@LANTHORN.COM
Cody Grice, a former Grand Valley State 
standout baseball player who had stints in the 
MLB, has been named to the DeWitt High 
School—his alma mater—athletics Hall of 
Fame, where he also was a star player.
It’s been a long journey since the first 
time he picked up a bat.
As he grew, so did his game. A fine ath­
lete, his bat came around and he began hit­
ting the ball exceptionally. However, base­
ball was not the only game in his life. Grice 
began to garner a reputation as a linebacker 
for his high school team, and he began to
think that he may want to continue hitting 
running backs instead of baseballs. He re­
ceived varsity letters and All-League honors 
as a football star at DeWitt High School in 
addition to his baseball accolades.
As it turned out, his involvement with foot­
ball would pay major dividends for his baseball 
tools. Time spent in the weight room coupled 
with his raw athleticism and speed developed 
Grice into a dynamic player on the diamond - 
and college programs took notice.
“I remember going to see him at his show­
case and I really liked his athleticism at the 
start. He had the potential to be a big time 
player,” said GVSU baseball coach Jamie Detil­
lion, then an assistant coach, said of Grice.
Hl1YlNf^g^^0^flgggM£l|g^basebatt player Cody Grice looks on during a GVSU game. Grice has 
just been named to be 'inducted into the DeWitt High School atWetics Hall of Fame. GVL | LUKE holmes
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Chasing a dream
Former Laker Kristen Hixson misses 2016 Rio Olympics, looks ahead to future
PODIUM: Hixson takes first in the pole vault May 22. Hixson reached the 2016 U.S. Olympic Team Trials 
in Eugune, Oregon July 10, barely missing out on a trip to the Rio Olympics. COURTESY | DEAN beest
BY JACOB ARVIDSON
JA R VIDSON(g)LAN THORN. COM
Grand Valley State track and 
field alumna Kristen Hixson 
will continue her pole vault­
ing career after coming up 
just short at the 2016 U.S. 
Olympic Team Trials in Eu­
gene, Oregon July 10.
“1 just enjoy it,” she said. 
“I have fun doing it. A lot of 
people try to find a passion in 
their life and some people don’t 
ever. I feel really blessed to have 
a passion like this and to be able 
to pursue it. I always tell myself 
the day I’m not having fun any­
more, the day that it is not a 
passion of mine, is the day that 
I want to be done. Until that 
day, I’m going to keep going.”
The 24-year-old finished 
ninth at the trials with a 
height of 4.50 meters, but 
there wasn’t even a brief mo­
ment when she considered 
retirement from the sport she 
has dedicated herself to.
“As soon as I was done and 
feeling all those emotions, it 
was, alright, what’s next?” she 
said. “That’s how I knew every­
thing was going to be okay, and 
the next four years are going to 
be a great journey, even better 
than these last couple were.”
Hutson cleared the 4.35-me­
ter bar in the qualifying round 
of the 2016 U.S. Olympic Team 
Trials July 8. That one vault was 
all she needed to advance to the 
event final July 10.
“I was really relieved,” she 
said. “I think the most stress­
ful part of the whole experi­
ence was actually qualifying for 
the finals and once I did, pretty 
much all of the nerves were 
gone at that point and there was 
a lot of stress off my shoulders.”
Two days later, on July 
10, Hixson again returned 
to the pole vault runway 
to contest for a spot on the 
U.S. Olympic team against 
the 13 other women who 
had qualified for the final.
She cleared on her first at­
tempt at 4.40 meters, and on 
her second attempt at 4.50 
meters, but couldn’t find 
her way over the bar at 4.60 
meters, leaving her in ninth 
place. The top three finish­
ers—Jenn Suhr, Sandi Morris 
and Lexi Weeks—all quali­
fied for the Rio Games, where 
Morris won the silver medal.
Hixson wasn’t pleased 
with coming up short.
“I was disappointed in 
myself,” she said. “Solely 
on the fact that it wasn’t 
my best day, unfortunately. 
That was the point of these 
past couple years, for that 
one day. It’s heartbreaking 
and very disappointing. It’s 
hard not to be really hard 
on yourself after that.”
Even a few weeks later, 
Hixson still feels the weight 
of not making the Olympic 
team, but she has begun to 
see a silver lining.
“I’m my hardest critic most 
of the time,” she said. “I’m still 
obviously really disappointed 
and I don’t think that’s really 
ever going to go away. It’s just 
this really heavy feeling and 
I don’t see it going away, but 
looking forward, having that 
experience under my belt for 
the next four years is some­
thing I can take away from it. If 
anything, it has lit a fire and I’m 
excited for the next four years.”
H bison’s former GVSU 
teammate, Jaime Roberts, has 
high hopes for Hixson.
“She’s jumping high heights 
because she works her butt off’ 
Roberts said. “She puts in all 
that effort and she deserves ev­
ery little bit of success.”
The majority of Hutson’s 
training over the past few years 
has been at GVSU. Even in the 
two years since her gradua­
tion, she has continued to hang 
around and take advantage of 
the top-level instruction of pole 
vaulting coach Lou Andreadis.
“She is just like another 
teammate, but she’s there to 
offer advice or tips or com­
pliments,” Roberts said. “Her 
presence there makes everyone 
want to work a little harder.
“It’s that next level of com­
petition and what we strive to 
be. To see her and know that 
what she went through is ex­
actly the same training we’re 
going through, I think is just 
a little more motivation for 
us to keep working.”
As Hixson sees it, training 
at GVSU has gotten her very 
near the top of the pole vaulting 
world, so there is no need for 
change at this point.
On July 29, Hixson was 
able to shrug off the disap­
pointment of the trials and 
rebound with a return trip to 
Eugene, where she recorded 
a second-place finish at the 
first ever Summer Series put 
on by TrackTown USA.
“It was a fun, domestic 
meet where we could earn 
money and take a couple 
weeks break before we get go­
ing again,” Hixson said.
Hixson will enjoy her time 
off from pole vaulting, but is 
excited to return to competi­
tion in December when her 
quest for the 2020 Tokyo 
Games will begin.
Moving on up
GV men’s basketball J.R. Wallace promoted to assistant coach
PROMOTION: Assistant coach J.R. Wallace, formerly a graduate as 
sistant, on Jan. 22 inside of Fieldhouse Arena. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF
M.BASKETBALL
BY NATALIE LONGROY
NLONGROY@LANTHORN.COM
For the past two years, J.R. Wal­
lace has been a graduate assis­
tant for the Grand Valley State 
men’s basketball team. Recent­
ly, he has been promoted to one 
of two assistant coaches along­
side head coach Ric Wesley.
“I feel good because 
there’s unfinished business to 
be done,” Wallace said. “I get 
an opportunity some place 
else, it’s like you leave with a 
sour taste in your mouth be­
cause you didn’t do as well as 
you wanted to do.”
Wallace will replace long­
time assistant coach Jeff Bauer, 
who took a job as the head bas­
ketball coach at West Ottawa.
In the last two years when 
Wallace was a graduate as­
sistant, he helped the Lakers 
reach an overall record of 31- 
26, including an 18-11 mark in
2015-16. The Lakers also had 
three All-GLIAC selections 
and two players voted to the 
GLLAC All-Defensive Team.
“Now that’s my challenge,” 
Wallace said. “I felt like I get 
an opportunity, I get another 
season to do it right.”
From graduate assistant to 
full-time assistant coach, Wal­
lace has more responsibilities.
“He is involved with all as­
pects of our program,” Wes­
ley said. “Game and practice 
planning, individual workouts, 
academic mentoring, as well as 
strength and conditioning.”
Wesley knew of Wallace 
before he came to GVSU, 
having coached his brothers, 
Jerry and Marcus.
“In addition to being a
great person, he had a repu­
tation as a hardworking, pas­
sionate player,” Wesley said. “I 
saw a lot of that same passion 
in him when he was on the 
sidelines coaching.”
However, Wallace didn’t 
just come to GVSU to coach. 
He completed his under­
graduate degree at GVSU in 
2013 and recently received 
his master’s degree in May.
Wallace isn’t the only as­
sistant coach for the team. 
Taylor Johnson was also re­
cently hired and is ready to 
work alongside Wallace.
“I think it will be great,” 
Johnson said. “He kind of 
knows the ins and outs of the 
university a little bit better than 
me, and I think I can bring
some different stuff, being from 
the ACC (while an assistant at 
North Carolina State), so there’s 
a lot of things that I think we’ll 
be able to contribute.”
For Wallace, it’s not just 
about basketball either.
“He’s a high academic 
guy, he takes that just as se­
riously as basketball if not 
more,” Johnson said. “You 
won’t find another guy who 
really cares about academics 
more than coach Wallace.”
For this upcoming sea­
son, with a roster of 17 
players, 11 are returning, 
including two starters.
“We have some really great 
leaders in Trevin Alexander 
and Luke Ryskamp,” Wallace 
said. “They both lead in their
own way: Trevin’s a little more 
vocal, Luke’s a little more lead- 
by-example, so their mixture 
together is really good.”
As the season gets closer, 
Wallace hopes the team can 
come together.
“I see us being a close-knit 
team as well as a team that plays 
with a chip on their shoulder 
and understanding that we 
are in a great location here in 
Grand Rapids,” Wallace said. 
“We have a great university and 
we need to embody that.”
When it comes to Wal­
lace’s coaching style, he 
hopes to have an impact on 
them even after college.
“You have to prove your­
self every day and I like the 
correlation between that and 
life,” Wallace said. “When 
they leave here and basket­
ball is done, it’s what are you 
going to prove every day.”
The home opener for the 
men’s basketball team will be 
on Wednesday, Nov. 16 against 
Great Lakes Christian.
LAKER EXCHANGE
FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF
some restrictions apply
email lakerexchange@lanthom.com for more info on restrictions
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL
lakerexchange(a lanthom.com OR CALL 616-331-2460
Housing HousingHousingHousingEmployment Student Org Events
The Lanthorn is seeking 
candidates for 
our Distribution Team. If you 
are interested in being a 
Distribution Associate, check 
LakerJobs or email 
our Distribution Manager at 
distribution@lanthorn.com 
for more information.
Got something to sell?
You can advertise it here! 
Submit your classified on 
www.lanthorn.com 
or email it to
assistantbusiness@lanthorn.
com.
Apartment available from 
August 2016 to July 2017 at 
48 West. Large bedroom 
with a private bathroom and 
payments are $510 with an 
included covered parking 
spot.
Email: nunnr@mail.gvsu.edu
Looking for a fourth female 
roommate for a Campus 
West apartment for the 
2016-2017 school year! We 
have a 4 bedroom 2 bath 
floor plan. We have a 
full kitchen and laundry room 
as well. Rent is around 445, 
plus utilities that are around 
25-30 each month!
You can contact me at my 
cell:(269)491-7822 
or my email:
millera4@mail.gvsu.edu.
1 have a room available for 
sublease for next school
ear, in a Campus View 4 
edroom, 2.5 bath town- 
home. I'll even pay your first 
month's rent! If interested, 
contact me at 
boczarn@mail.gvsu.edu.
Looking for one, 
non-partying, female 
roommate to rent out a 
bedroom in a newly built 
house on 52nd street about
2 minutes away from the 
Allendale Campus for the 
Fall 2016 and Winter 2017 
semester. The rent is $560 a 
month, which
includes utilities, free WIFI, 
and an alarm system for 
safety. If you are interested, 
lease contact me at 
kr2448@gmail.com.
Looking for a female 
roommate for a house in 
Southeast Grand Rapids on 
Fuller Ave. 5 bedroom 2.5 
bath. Rent is $400 a month. 
Move in date is August 1st 
Contact me by email if you 
are interested at 
dillerc@mail.gvsu.edu.
Looking for roommate, 
apartment in Allendale right 
across from GVSU campus 
entrance. Rent is $525 
which INCLUDES utilities 
and internet. You will have 
your own bathroom, walk-in 
closet, balconey, and 
covered parking spot. 
If interested email me at 
waypae@mail.gvus.edu.
Looking for someone to 
sublease my apartment at 
Meadows Crossing for the 
2016-2017 school year. The 
apartment is fully furnished 
and you would have your 
own bedroom and bathroom. 
I am looking for a boy or girl. 
You can email me 
for more information! 
mayad@mail.gvsu.edu.
Need to sublet my 
apartment. Apartment 48. 
Private room/bathroom.
3 female roommates to 
share common living room, 
laundry, kitchen, dining. I will 
pay sublet fee. 507/month. 
Please let me know if 
interested - 813 253 9400
Have an event for a student 
organization that you want to 
romote? Advertise that 
ere! Submit your classified 
online at www.lanthorn.com 
or email it to
assistantbusiness@lanthorn.
com.
The GVSU Club Sailing 
Team is hosting a golf 
outing on Family Weekend! 
Come join us at 
the Meadows Golf Club on 
September 17th for 
a shotgun start at 10am, a 
hole in one car, food + 
prizes, great memories 
and morel 
Visit
sailing54 wix.com/golfouting 
or email
sailing@mail.gvsu.edu for 
more information!
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Best Buy for your Buck
Re nt or Buy today!
Check Us Out Online: 
Briansbooks.net
(616) 892-4170 
Located at:
:0kMr WmlM- T'I;’ ^
4282 Pierce Street 
Allendale, MI 49401
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’S BOOKS WILL ALWAYS SAVE 
YOU CA$H, GUARANTEED
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